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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 

application. 

1. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge dctachablv mountable on an ink-jet 
printing apparatus, c omprising: 

an ink accommodating portion oporablo to hol df or holding ink; 

an air passage oporablo to mako t hrough which said ink accommodating portion 
Qommunioate cQmmunicates with the_atmosphere; and 

a valve mechanism, provided in said air passage, including an air-releasing valve 
member operabl e to that can seal a communication hole provided in a partition wall that separates 
an ink-accommodating-poition side of the ink'cartridge. that is a side close to said ink 
accommodating portion, from an atmosphere sid e of the ink cartridge, that is a side close to said 
atmosphere, the valve mechanism extending i n a direction from said ink-accommodating-portion 
side t oward said atmosphere side, wherein 

said air-releasing valve member has a contact portion oporable to ope nt hat opens 
said air passage ky - receivin g in response to an a pplied external force , transmitted through a part 
of the printing apparatus when the ink cartridge is mounted on the printing apparatus, from said 
atmosphere side to ward said ink-accommodating-portion side. 

2. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claimed in claim 1, wherein said air 
passage includes a winding passage and a breathable filter that repels liquid arranged i n that 
order from said atmosphere, and 
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said valve mechanism is provided located between said filter and said ink 
accommodating portion. 

3. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claim e d i n claim 1 , further comprising 
a pressing member having an olaslic fbrco for prOGoin gt hat presses said air-releasing valve 
member with an elastic force i n a direction from said ink-accommodating-portion side toward 
said atmosphere side. 

4. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claimed in claim 1, further comprising 
- a hammer oporablo to oom e movable about an axis and which comes into contact with said 

contact portion of said air-releasing valve member to open said air passag e, said hammer boing 
pivotablc around an axis . 

5. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
hammer ptvetemoves around said axis in a direction perpendicular to a mounting direction of 
said ink cartridge onto a r e cordin gt he printing apparatus. 

6. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as daimed -in claim 1, further comprising 
an air-releasing valve pressing member op e rabl e to mov e that moves substantially in parallel to a 
mounting direction of said ink cartridge onto a recordin gthe printing apparatus, and 

said contact portion is pressed by said air-releasing valve pressing member to 
open said air passage. 
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7. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claim e d i n claim 6, wherein said air- 
releasing valve member has a projecting portion extending along said mounting direction of said 
ink cartridge onto aaid rocordin g the printing apparatus to project from said communication hole 
toward said atmosphere side, said projecting portion being fefme dconfigures so as to be pressed 
by said air-releasing valve pressing member. 

8. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claim e d i n claim 6, further comprising 
a pressing member having on plastic forc e for pr e ssin gt hat presses said air-releasing valve 
member with an elastic force i n a direction of said mounting direction of said ink cartridge onto 
paid rocordingthe printing apparatus. 

9. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claim e d in claim 4, further 

comprising: 

a film located between the contact portion and the hammer, 

wherein said contact portion is pressed by said hammer via athe film located 

therebetween . 



10. (Currently amended) An ink cartridge as claim e d in claim 6, wherein a face of 
a ree msection accommodating said air-releasing valve pressing member, that is pressed against 

tie printing apparatus, is sealed with a film. 

11. (Currently amended) A vacuum-packaging product comprising: 
an ink cartridge as claimed in any one of the preceding claims; and 
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aa a bag-like outer packaging member op e rable to - QWO f coyering said ink 
cartridge, said out e r packaging member boing liko a bag, wherein 

a pressure inside said outer packaging member is reduced to seal said ink 

cartridge. 
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